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Synopsis

Almost as essential to a successful bridge watch as a helm, this guide has long been a primary
source of information for standing a taut, safe, and efficient watch. The new edition has been
updated for the Navy of the twenty-first century, reflecting the need for increased security, the
appropriate role of automation in navigation, and the extensive integration of computers into virtually
every phase of watchstanding. While these new elements give this revised edition a futuristic feel,
the timeless basics are reassuringly still there. New figures and appendixes reveal the evolving
nature of today’s Navy and the wonders of supportive technology, yet proper development of the
human element remains paramount in this newest version of a longstanding classic. Admiral
Stavridis and Captain Girrier have made the essential guide a worthy companion to their Division
Officer's Guide, and they have ensured that this latest addition to the Blue & Gold Professional
Library meets the exacting standards of that important series.Safe navigation, standard commands,
honors and ceremonies, communications, weather, and practical advice on the keeping of a deck
log are among the many subjects covered in this comprehensive book. Practical checklists and
samples help watchstanders meet the demands of challenging evolutions such as getting
underway, entering port, and night steaming. Whether the watch is on the bridge, on the
quarterdeck, or in the combat information center, the prudent watchstander will do well to adhere to

the advice of a famous ad campaign: "Don’t leave home without it."
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Customer Reviews

Adm. James Stavridis, USN (Ret.) is a 1976 distinguished graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy who



spent over 35 years on active service in the Navy. He commanded destroyers and a carrier strike
group in combat and served for seven years as a four-star admiral, including nearly four years as
the first Navy officer chosen as Supreme Allied Commander for Global Operations at NATO. After
retiring from the Navy he was named the dean of The Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy at
Tufts University in 2013. In addition, he currently serves as the U.S. Naval Institute’s Chair of the
Board of Directors. He has written articles on global security issues for The New York Times, The
Washington Post, Atlantic Magazine, Naval War College Review, and Proceedings and is the author
or co-author of several books, including Command at Sea 6th Ed. and Destroyer Captain.Captain
Robert Girrier has served at sea on cruiser-destroyer units. He commanded USS Guardian

(MCM-5) and USS Roosevelt (DDG-80).

Worked as described

A year before | made Chief, | bought one of these. It was instrumental in preparing for the next step
in my career. Since | retired in 1990 | lost track of the book and wanted another one. | don’t know if

it was for sentimental reasons or what. Just felt the need for it. Thanks, Ray, RMC(SW) USN Ret.

Great read for a new officer.

This book served me well as | was on the flight on my way to my first duty station. | was on
submarines prior to this aircraft carrier tour and after reading, though many things are similar such

as deck logs, | have a better understanding.
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